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principle. The king of Seville, who was responsible
for the calamity, was quietly watching the fall of
Toledo and only Omar ibn al-Aftas, the brave king
of Badajoz, continued to defend the ancient city by
the side of its king. But he was forced to retire
before the huge forces of Alphonso, after a series of
fierce battles. The Christians surrounded the city and
severely besieged it and cut off its communications,
till the situation became difficult and the misery of the
besieged was intensified. The Muslims saw that the
only means of saving their lives was an honourable
surrender, and that they could escape the pangs of
hunger and death only by capitulation and slavery.
They agreed with their king, Al-Kadir, to send a
deputation to discuss peace with the king of Castille.
The Christian king refused to listen to them unless
the city surrendered. The nobles and sheikhs were
indignant and resolved to defend their liberty to the
last breath and to die under the ruins of the walls.
But the voice of the populace rose from all sides ask-
ing for capitulation, in consequence of the hunger and
privation they suffered. The notables were then
forced to 'send a new deputation to the king of
Castille proposing to surrender the city on the promise
to ensure the safety of the population and their
property, to maintain the mosques and the Muslim
rites and to accord the inhabitants the choice either to
remain in Toledo or to leave it and to allow the
Muslims to maintain their judges and laws. The
Christian king feigned to accept and soon the gates of
the city were opened and Alphonso entered it at the
head of, his Castillian troops on May 25,1085 A.D.
(beginning of Safar, 478 A.H.). As for the unfortu-
nate king* Yahiya al-Kadir, he left with his family and
riches for Valencia, followed by a large number
of notables and nobles. It is said that the king
of Castille supplied him with a detachment of troops
to ensure his safety in Valencia.
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